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Men’s Separate Serge Vests.

Lot of Men's Blue Serge Vests—some single
and some double-breasted ; sizesonly
from 33 to 38: styles and kind worth
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ITHE TRACTION ROAD.

Bir. Stevens Says He ilns Yo Intention

to Buy It
Mr. Frederick C. Stevens, who, with Mr.
¢. T. Crosby, has been out of the clity for

several days past, has returned. The de-
s 1he transactlon involving the pur-
uf the and Columbia
rullroads were about completed when
and as it was defi-
known that these properties
s nto the control of others there was
] of talk In business and other
¢ effect that Mr. Stevens in-
to buy the Capital Traction
., and thus add to his holdings ot
' rallromds, which woeuld Include
the roads in this 1 rict.
It was thought by some that the advance
in the price of Traction stock, which has
e of the features of the local stock
r several days past, was due to
that Mr. Stevens would buy the

Metropolitan

#s Bo0n

T oaway.

wlisi

all

fact
roal, and that the price would not be less

than par. On the other hand, It was
ola!med that the advance was entirely due
to the merits of the stock as an Investinent,
and the earnings of the company justttied
higher prices than had been prevailing.
As Mr. Stevens was out of town there
Was no one to speak for him. Today, how-
ever, & Star reporter put to him the direst
quesilon a8 Lo whetiher 1t was the intention

Saks and Company,

Pennsylvania Avenue and Seventh Street.
R

ot L ) -,
R R

Seateateath ol el doe o e frete oofoatoetee o ol

of hims=elf and his associates to buy the
Tractlon road. Mr. Stevens replied prompt-
Iy and tersely: *“We have no intention of
buying the Capital Traction road.”
D —
WANTS MONEY DUE,

Suit Brought to Hecover Under De-
vree of Divorce.

In a bill in equity filed this afternoon by
Margaret Beck against August Beck and
Theodors Beck the complainant states that
the 2d of June, 180, she was granted a di-
vorce from the defendant, August Beck,
with £0 a month allmony for the support
of thelr two children, the court stipulating
| that “said payments shall be a llen on the

property of said Aungust Beck.”

Mrs. Beck alleges that no part of the ali-
[ mony has been pald, there belng now due
i her 106 monthly payments of £0 each, $0
{ for counsel fees and costs in the divoree
proceedings. As helr of his mother, it is
alleged, August Beck has come into POS-
sesaion of one-fifth Interest In sublot 186,
Sijuare 458. The court is asked to pass a
decree subjecting the interest of August
ock In the real cstate referred to to the
sutisfaction of the amounts Mrs. Beck says
are due her under the divorce decree.
Camphell Carrington and Irving William-
son are the solicitors for the complainant.

.
If vyou want work read the want columns
of The Star.

WANT THEIR

DIVIDENDS,
Rumored Action by Stockholders of
Local Gas Company.

There have been some intimations that
an effort would be made on the part of
stockholders of the Washington Gas Com-
pany to compel the payment of the surplus
of the company to the stockholders of ree-
ord. It will be recalled that the regular
dividend which is due next month has not
been declared, and the understanding is
that it is not to be paid, but that the price
agreed upon for the stock in the Pproposed
sale includes also the surplus.

Some of the stockholders, however, it is
understood, are of the opinion that the
holders of stock are entitled to the surplus,
and, as stated, it is intimated there is an
intention to assert such rights. What form
the proposed action will take, if it assumes
any shape at all, is not known, but one of
the toples that was discussed today in
financial cireles was this announced Inten-
tion.

It is not known what effect, it any, such
action will have on the sale. It is general-
ly understood, however, that those who
own a control of the 130,000 shares of stock
have agreed to sell, so that the consum-
mtlné) t;f the d::‘]: as far as control {s con-
cerned, Is assu a8 far as such holdings
can accomplish It.
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ll& of the President
yesterday declinf to interfere with the
sentence of murdePer Willlam M. Strather,
there is no further hope of delay in his
case, and the jall officials now conclude
that nothing wiH Mappen to prevent the
double execution ong -week from tomorrow.
As heretofore publighied in The Star, Chas.
Winston, for wife Murder, is under sen-
tence to die on the seaffold with Strather.
Each of them Is how resigned to his fate
and their spiritual agdvisers are confident
of their simcerity -in professing change of
hearts. A

When Strather was told of the President’s
refusal to commute his sentence he was,

In view of the

apparently, not the least bit disturbed. He
merely said, I didn't expect anything.”
It was stated that friends who had pleaded
for him told nhim several days ago that
thelr efforts were belng made in vain.

Rev. John Roberts of the Colored Y. M.
C. A. was with the condemned men early
this morning, an®found them the same as
they have been for several wecks, Both
men were out in the corridor together when
the minister reached the prison. With them
wus ex-Policeman George W, Horton, who
is to be tried next week for the murder of
Jane Nicholson. Horton has become very
much attached to the two colored men and
recently has expressed himself as wishing
he could go with them next week.

Minister Roberts had both colored men
in Strather's cell today and remained with
them about three hours, singing and pray-
ing. Both men sang a number of familiar
hymns with strong volees, and others in
“murderers’ row" jolned in the choruses.
Much of the time of the two men is spent
in reading the Bible and religious tracts
given them by their spiritual advisers.

Was Born Good.

Edward 8mith, who has one week longer
than his fellow convicts to live, says he
needs no eplritual adviser,

“I'm all right,”” he has sald a number of
times, and he insists that he was born
good.

Hevs. Wortham and Howard, who visit
the condemned men, will assist the Rev.
Roberts on the day of execution. The men
will be hanged between noon and 3 p.m. 1t
is llkely that they will march to the scaf-
fold soon after 12 o'clock. Warden Harris
has not yet put on the death wateh, nor
will he do so until he feels that it is abso-
lutely necessary in order to protect the
men. It is his belief that a long death
witch will make them nervous.

The scaffold on which the men are to be
hanged Is always ready for its ghastly
work, and rope is on hanid. Oniy the test-
It of the seaffold and but Hitle other work
will e necessary on part of the jall oti-
cials to carry ovut the sentence of the court,
-
CRHRIME
Samuel Fleteher Accused of Gross As-

sanult Fpom n Girl,
Speciul Correspoudence of The Evening Star,
HYATTSVILLE, Md., April 26, 1800,

Samuel Fletcher, ebtfred, nineteen years
old, was committétl to the county jail at
Marlbory' this afte¥noor to awalit the acton
of the grand jury on a éharge of rape, Jus-
tiee Carr, who heard the case, fixed bond at
E1,M%), which the prisober could not give.
Sarah Harris, colored, employed as a do-
mesitie in the house of Attorney Rogers,
who Hves here and has an office in Wash-
ington, appeared as the prosecuting wit-
ness. She Is abour sixteen yvears old, three
years younger tham her alleged assadlant.
Sarah is the daughter of Moses Harris, a
respected eolored ) citizen, who Uves near
Ardwick. He is employed in the War De-
partment.

On account of her father lving so far
from her service place she has been stop-
ping at the house of Mrs. Stephen Bailey,
near Bimon’s Hill, about two miles from

his place.

Last night, it is ailleged, Sarah left her
service pliaee to go to the Balley home, and

HEINOLS CHARGED.

on the outskirts of Bladensburg she met
Samuel Fleteher, who was on horseback.
According to the statement maule to Jus-

tice Carr, she rejected an anproper propo-
sal made by Fleteher, and he followed her

up the road more than a mile; leaving his
hor in Bladenshurg, Just belore she
re «1 AMrs. Dufley’'s house, she sald,
Fletcher overtook her awmnd committed the
assault, after which, - =iyvs, he pounded

her with o big stone anid made an effort to
repeat the felonious assanlt.

In her struggle with hilm, sald, her
clothing was torn and she receivedd palnful
Injuries. Her screams attracted the attens
tivn of Mrs. Badley, who is an elderly wo-
man, amd she went out on the road to the
wirt’s assistance. She saw 4 man running
from the direction of where she saw the
Hurris girl, but could not recognize hlm,
She went back to her house, taking Sarih
with r, and an hour later news of the
vecurrence reached here.

Early this morning Constable R, H. Vin-
cent arrested Fletcher at his place of em-
ployment, and he denled the charge, This
forenoon he was taken before Justice Carr
and gven a preliminary hearing. The al-
leged wvietim told a stralghtforward story
of th2 crime, and declared that Fletcher
dragged her a short distance from the road
before he assaulted her, and said he threat-
eneda to kill her with a razor If she made
an outery. Mrs. Bailey was also before
the justice as a4 witness. As the case was
only before the justice for a preliminary
hearing the prisoner's side of the case was
not beard.

Sarah Harrls has been employed as a do-
mestic in the Rogers family for a long
time. She bore a good character, and when
the particulars of the assault upon her
were learned some of the colored people
indulged In threats, but nothing was done.
As soon as the prisoner had been held for
the action of the gfand jury Constable Vin-
cent started with him in a buggy to Marl-
bore', where he was lodged In jail this af-
ternoon.
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OGDEN DIVORCE SUIT.

Court Practieally Decides to Dismiss
the Husband's Petition.
Although the formal decrce has mot yet
been signed, Justice (Cole, In Equity Court
No. 2, has stated that he has practically
declded to dismiss the petitlon filed the 1st
of rebruary, 1808, by David M. Ogden, ask-
ing that he be divorced from Sarah J. Og-
den. Counsel for the petitioner have asked
that he be permitted to submit additional
proof before the ehse i8 finally declded.
Justice Cole this afterfoon had not con-
cluded whether or pot he would permit the

introduction of thig additional proof.

The court, however, did sign orders today,
at the instance of Mr. Ogden, requesting
the Secrotary of theg Treasury and the Sec-
retary of War to furnish the court w.th
any information they may have relative to
a record of the employment of Sarah J.
Hanna in the hospital service of the United
Stutes during the years 1877 and 1578,

—_—
DYING MAN'S WONDERFUL NERVE.

Cut in Two by a Railrond Train =at
Camberinnd.
Speciel Dispatch to The Evenlng Star.
CUMBERLAND, ' Md.,' April 27.—A man
supposed to be James Donly of Connelis-
ville, Pa., was found cut In two on the Bal-
timore and Ohio tracks here Tuesday night.
Although his body was separated at the
abdomen, he was still living, and railroad
men say that when they found him he was
using his arms in dragging hi= trunk over
on to the track, some eight or ten feet
away, where his legs lay, that ha might
join them. He showed wonderful strength,
and it required three men to restrain him.
Donly llved a half hour. He was supposed
to be a peddler., Besldes his name, the

Lord's prayer was written in a little book
found on him.

e
The Negro in Time of Need.
To the Editor of The Evening Star:
If rthe negro soidier's charactaristics make
them better adapted to solve the present

Philippine problem, then why not acknowl-
edge their value by making them commis-
sicnad officers in the regular army?

April 25, 1808, WM. F. EVANS.
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29¢ for the 35¢ Pure Linen
24 inches wide,
54 inches long, stamped in
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SLYE'S CLAIM,
The Commissioners Finally Agree to
Pay Her &30,

Mra. Wm. H. Slye of 142 A street north-
east has been endeavoring for several weeks
to obtain a settlement by the Commission-
ers of her claim against the District for
damage caused her house by disinfecting it.
The 15th of last February a eonlored servant
woman in the house was taken from it to
the hospital suffering from smallpox. The
premises were disinfected and placed in
quarantine for the usual period. Mrs, Slye
entered a clalm for damages to the amount
of §50, stating that she had been served
with a gas bill of §20.75, more than twice as
large as usual, the extra gas being used by
her roomers for cooklng purposes, and other
bills, aggregating $43.13, but not including
other incidental expenses she incurred. She
called the Commissioners' attention to the
damage to her carpets, curtains and fur-
niture, and to the fact that they agreed to
allow her but 815,

The matter was discussed several times
by the Commissioncers, the health officer
and their attorney. The latter is of the
opinion that the principle that municipal
corporations are not llable for property de-
stroyed to prevent the spread of fire ap-
plies to the case, the disinfection by the
municipality of houses from which infec-
tious cases have been removed not render-
ing It liable at common law unless it was
done carelessly and In such manner as to
result In unnecessary damage. It was
agreed by the District authorities that some
unnecessary damage had been caused Mrs,
Slye's property, and today they raised their
offer in settlement of her claim to $30, and
it is now for her to say what she will do.

—_————
Legion of Loyal Women's Tea.

The orange tea to be glven tomor-
row nlght at the Church of Our
Father, 1i3th and L. streets, will be one of
the pleasantest affairs that has been given
by the Legion of Loyal Women. Among
the distinguished guests will be Miss Clara
Barton, Maj. Gen. James ¥F. Wade, 1. 8.
A, president of the beef court of inguiry,
and to be military governor of Porto Rico;
ex-Commissioner M. M. Parker, Major John
Tweedale and others. A fine musical pro-
gram will be rendered by the following
well known talent: Mrs. Hattle Mead-
Smith, Miss Edna Scott S8mith, Douglas G.
Miller, J. Walter Humphrys and Earnest C.
Beatty.

MRS,

- e
Discharged as Bankrupts.
James Hollander and Justus Hollander,
who recently filed petitions in woluntary
bankruptey, today, on motion of Mr. Leon

Tobriner, thelr attorney, were discharged
as bankrupts. THe order in the case was
passed by Justice Cox, sitting in the

trict Court.

OPENING RUSSIAN PORTS,
Description of the First Trip of a
New Ice Boat.

Consul General Holloway of St. Pelers-
burg sends to the State Department, under
date of March 28, translation of an inter-
esting artilcle from the Novoe Vremia of
the 17th ultimo, referring 1o the first trip
of the new 1u,000-ton ice boat recently bullt
In England for the purpose of Keeping the
ports of 5t. Petersburg and Riga open Jdur-

ing the winter months, as follows;

“The ice boat Ermak arrived at Cron-
stadt March 5-17. This buat was made af-
ter  plans preparcd by Admirad Makaroff
and builr in England. Owing to the fogs, it
had to remain two days in Belt. Near Ite-
vil It mer with very thick ice, bLut
continued moving at =even Knots per hour,
Near Seskari it met with large tields of lce,
from nine to ten feet high above the water
line, Here the Ermak could ool move on;
but, with the aild of Its machinery, it ac-
quired a swinging motion, and the water
running out of a special apparatus in the
boat meited the lve under the vessel, which
moved on, dispersing the ice mountains.
The lce bout presses on the ice with (s
prow, the screw that is under it lets out
water which softens the ice, and the move-
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5C0c for the famous Alarm
illustrated. . . .25¢
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nveted handles and air-tight
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double
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ment of the screw muakes the lee go under !

it and breaks it into rather small pieces.
This ice boat has no keel and should there-

fore be subject to great rolling, but, in or- |
der to avoid this, there is a receptacle in |

the hull of the vessel, fllled with water,

which Is arranged in such a way that the |

water does not allow the vesseél to sway too
much one side or the other, and keeps it in
equilibrium.

“The boat was met at Cronstadt with
great triumph and mausic, Hundreds of
people want out to meet it, running along-
side of it on the ice.

“The lce boat belongs as yet to the minis.
try of finance. It' is at the same time a
passenger boat, a freight boat and a tug
boat. 1t can accommodate nineteen flrst-
class passengers, for which it has a fine
cabin, decorated with lmperial poriraits,
with double windows, deuble illuminators
and a special ventilator, which lets warm
air Iinto the cabin. The walls are of oak.
The boat is lighted by electricity.”

On March 31 the consul general adds:

*The new ice boat Ermak left Cronstadt
on the 25th of March and opened the port
of Reval, plowing through from sixteen to
eighteen feet of ice, releaslng three com-
mercial steamers that were frozen fast
some distance from the shore. On the
morning of March 27 the Ermak left Reval,
clearing the way to the sea for four ves-
sels. During the first four days of the Er-
mak's arrival at Russian ports she re-
leased sixteen vessels from the ice and
opened the way for them to proceed to
sea."

HENRY P. MONTGOMERY DEAD,

Was Supervising Prinecipal of Divi-
sion of Fublie Schools.

Henry P. Montgomery, supervising prin-
cipal of the ninth division of the publie
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1 schools,

died  yesterday
1028 11th street northwest. aft

ed term of 111 health, Mr, M

been connected with the pubilic Is
this District for more than a quarter of a
century, and his efflclency in thils prosition
as well his public spirit, was we Il recog-
nized.  Funeral sarvices will In held tomor-
row afternocon at 2 o'clock at the Mutro-

politan A, M. 12 Churech, on
tween 15th and 161

M stres

t D=

inter-

Mr. M

guliery was born

Adams,

Miss., i was educated Common
*:-'E'_hn_n-- s of Vermont, at Thetford Acad: my,
Thettord, Vi., and &t the ndolph =tut

normad school

, Rundolph, ¥

e ¥
pointed a acher in the public schools of
the District Septemilw-r, INT6, and taught ut
Hilisdule, where he rvemained utitil 1870
when he was promoted to the priacipalship
of Joha A. Cook schuol. He wus in Sep-
tember, ISK2, made st rvising pri of
the ninth division, a position which b held
al the time of hils death

Mr. Montgomery inaugurated the f

holding sumimer Institutes in \
soith Carolina.

He was ane of i

ers of the Manassas industrial
Manussas, Va, and held the

superintendent, but owing to fa
he resigned his active duties nnection
with this enterprise at the beginnis g of the
present school year. He wa= at one tme
connected with the Associated Charities of
the District of Columbiu, acting as visltor
and distributor. He leaves a wife and e
brother.

At a speclal meeting of the directors of
the Capital Savings Bank, callal to take
action on the death of Prof. Montgomery,
the wice president of the bank, resolutione
wers unanlmously adopted setting forth
that “the board of directors of the Capital
Savings Bank make this public expression
of our deep sense of the loss we have sus-
tained: that as director and vice president
of this bank he always brought to the dis-
charge of his dutles a comprehensive in-
telligence, an earnest interest and unswery-
Ing loyalty; that we tender to his family
our sincere sympathy, and that o copy of
thege resolutions be engrossed and pre-
scnted to the family of the deceased.”

———— .

After a Tour Avound the World.

Prof. Henry Wheaton Vaughn of New
York city is here on a short visit to his sis-
ter, Mrs. Capt. Otto A. Nesmith of 1610
New Hampshire avenue. Prof. Vaughn has
but recently returned from a tour around
the world, lasting more than a year. For
several months last year he kept house at
Nagasakl, Japan, and made a close study of
Japanese customs and people.
home many interesting relics found in
Egypt, the Holy Land and India, and has
stored his mind with entertaining accounts
of them. During his tour Prof. Vaughn
made the acquaintance of the Duke of
Connaught, Cecil Rhodes and other em!inent
men pursulng the same line of travel or
stopping with him at the same clubs.

in «

He brought . _



